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tions, agreeable occupations, and the like. Surely it is certain that millions cannot gain more than daily bread for themselves and their families, even in the most disagreeable occupations. The self-culture which aims merely at happiness cannot fail to miss its aim, and will probably be as productive of evil as of good. To attend to what is pleasing rather than to what is painful is, as a general rule, a most immoral and mischievous maxim. We are all far too much inclined to get out of the way of sorrow; and what we really need to be told is, attend rather to what is painful than to what is pleasing. To further others' interests in the pursuit of our own happiness is a playing at virtue which can only lead the conscience to a consciousness of hypocrisy. We have no experience that the world will grow happier. Experience is only of the present and the past, not of the future ; and the present and past afford merely data for vague conjectures as to whether happiness will increase or diminish in the future. There is, it seems to me, no probability that the world will grow a more and more desirable place to live in, if faith in God and the hope of immortality are gradually to decay until they ultimately die out of the human consciousness.
Mr Sully acknowledges that his answer is not one which will satisfy " the greed of human nature." He is quite right there. Yet that greed is a most